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CHAPTER SEVEN Third Printing March 1995 The Ministry of Culture, Tourism and Recreation
An updated design in June 1996 was further improved in 1997
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Name (Me,Mea, Mr) Date

In order that the association could present a public image the CORT Planning Adiirans Poatal Code
Committee realized the benefits of having a logo. A competition was organized Telephone Day) Evening)

between high schools in Aurora. At the Founding Meeting five finalists were 1 For & twelve month memberahig
presented and a vote taken to select the most appealing. When our name was : o & Conaion W CORT
changed to ORTA it was a simple matter to rearrange the lettering. I am interested i volunteering, My area of intorest is
Pioase make cheguies payable 1o Ctizena for an Oak Ridges Trall and mail to
Twenty-five years ago the only practical way to keep a growing membership ORI, RO Bk SOR%, Saerm, g, LIRS

informed was by mailing a newsletter. The complete collection in our archives
complements the Board and Members’ meeting minutes demonstrating the vitality
and warmth of the association throughout its history.

To recruit members a brochure was designed and to publicize the association
members arranged displays at a variety of events. Each chapter was encouraged
to have its own publicity coordinator - some were very effective in ensuring
regular items in local newspapers. In particular chapters took opportunities to
place items of news in the local media: we have four scrapbooks of cuttings
covering the period to 2009. Slide shows and later a power-point presentation
were collated.

Od

TVHL S3DAIH XVO NY HOd4 SN3ZILID

BUL 1O WO 10§ SUONSLISS)

X004

N

jres] sabpiy ¥eo
ue BujiH jo
SaN)I|IqQISSOd 8y} 1apISuon)

In 1996-7 the association’s first website was launched.
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BROCHURES and DISPLAYS

2

DUEUD

Initially the fledgling association handed a simple letter and Membership
Application Form to persons showing interest in joining CORT. Printing this letter
and early brochures in 3 columns on letter size sheets made for ease of mailing.

259 O

The first brochure appears to have been produced early in 1993. Printing in green
was chosen to indicate the association’s environmental roots. Subsequent editions
were of improved quality, thanks in part to grants:

Canada Trust for design and printing of a more professional looking brochure: S
First Printing 1994 Second Printing 1995
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The new brochure designed by Pete Malaguti in 2001 included photographs. It was printed on legal size sheets folded in four. . . but still in monotone green.
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2005 saw the first full colour brochure Hike with us! designed by Publicity Director
Wilma Millage.
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Several editions of this design have been produced featuring alternative colour
photos.

Brochures were of course needed for handing out to publicize the trail and the

need to support the volunteer association. Members enthusiastically staffed tables

at shopping malls, libraries and public events such as the Maple Syrup Festival in
Sheppard’s Bush, Aurora. On several occasions we partnered with Hike Ontario
with a display at Canada Blooms. One year we were funded to have a booth at
the Canadian National Exhibition.

Members were creative in making displays for these occasions most of which were
organized by local chapters with the assistance of Membership Co-ordinator Bill
Roberts and his successors.
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DISCOVER THE OAK
RIDGES MORAINE

* Beautiful Forests
* Tranguil Meadows
* Wiidflowors
* Kettie Lakes

* Unparafieled Views
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WHAT IS THE OAK
RIDGES TRAIL
ASSOCIATION

(ORTA)?

WHY SHOULD |
SUPPORT ORTA?

* Mfission: fo develop »
recreational trall along the
Owk Ridges Maraéine

* Formed in May 1892

* Manages the Oak Ridges
Moraine Tral

+ Enthuslastic volunteers

We also have & mandste 1o pretect
the imtagrity of the morssne an »
whola through trall development,
maintonance, and raiaing the
awnreness of peopls to the
wonder of natury that are right an
our doorslep. Wo accompliah this
through parinerships with
Individust, municipst, provincisl
and fodersd landowners. We are &
dodiculed group of voluntusrs who
would tike to have you join us.
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T ¥ e Pauline Dixie A multitude of beautiful photographs of
— au}iizar;o&“‘,': 1 A Sha Aasce: TRA ¥ and Geoff sights across the moraine and of hiking Aurors Strest Festival
o 1 5, o1 Vo A % IATION Kingman groups were used to produce Sunday 2 June

- — | o made a presentations; these were designed for
particularly use when speaking to local groups at
attractive libraries and other community venues.
display in a Initially they were slide shows; more
portable recently Powerpoint presentations have
cabinet been developed.
featuring the
Golden Boot ORTA has invested in portable display
awarded to tents which are well used.
ORTA by Mike
Collee of The full brochures are somewhat expensive to distribute in numbers at public
CFRB. events. Often folk want to know where the trail goes through their neighbourhood

or is there a hike we could join next week? Some single page leaflets have been
A poster was designed to be put up in libraries, supermarkets and wherever folk produced; local info is printed on the reverse relevant to the event.

thought it would attract attention. To save money it was printed only in green and
black on white, with hindsight it probably wasn't too effective.

OAK RIDGES MORAINE TRAIL __ _:-g
* SUPPORT & EXPAND THE OAK RIDGES MORAINE TRAIL » ?r-

oM

In 2005, to intensify publicity efforts partially funded by the ORMF grants, Harold
Sellers sought professional portable display units. We contacted St. Andrew’s
College and three
teams of the
Commercial Design
Class produced
designs, each of
which was worthy
of wide use.

= DEveLon & MANTAN A RECATATIONAL
THAL S¥aTou ACCERSULE T8 ALLs

One team, noticing
the photographs
we supplied
featured older
adults, went out
on the trail to take
photographs with
younger faces!

* PRONOTY APFRECIATION & RESPECT £OR THe Monang's
EOMOGCAL, Cu Turay, & SCENTFG WIRGAITY

\ Eounct Pum . AWARENISS
ABunn Local Capaciry »
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NEWSLETTERS

CITIZENS FOR AN OAX RIDGES TRAIL
C/0 HIKE ONTARIO

120 SHEPPARD AVENUE EAST
WILLOWDALE, ONTARIO

MK X7

SEPTEMBER, 1992

NEWSLETTER NO. 1
Presldent's Remasis
AL the King Campus of Sensca College on Octodex 26 1991, an
¢ group of tanilf susponters gpathersd 2o discuss
dream of establishing o continuous 4system of tralils along the
Och Ridges Moraine $rom the Niagara Escarpment in the Wesl 20

the Noathumberfaond Forest in the East. Considerable progress
has been made 4dnce that initial meeting:

-MMW“&“‘MWM
muuumzsumuuuuucommm
bgm‘muowmgomumm.
Exscutive positions were declided at the {{irst board
meeting. BSoard members ane as §ollows:

Peter Scholefiald (Pacedident) (416) 939-763¢
Steven Greanfand (Vice-prssident) (416) $89-3238
Fiona Cowles [Secretary) (416) £33-5775
Teaesa Porter (Treasursza) (416) §352-3153
Knis Keating (705) 743-034¢6
Paul Felarnaeon (416) 932-334°%
Joy Pigrce (416) 727-9800
. Tom Rance (414) E32-7181
Kious Wehnenberg (416) 841-102¢

Since the {ounding meeting, the board of dirgctons has been buasy
wonking on sevanal projects:

Lo donation status;
decided on tha winning Logo desdlgn;
joined Hihe Ontanio;
monitosing work of Crombic and Sewell Commissions;
initiated fonmation of an Uxbaidge subgroup with Teresn
Poater a4 <t chainpexéon;
met twice with Mctro Toronto and Region Consenvation
Authosity to discuss cooperation <n building tanils.

IR £
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Ontario Hiking Day - October &

ALL members and non-members of CORT ars {nvited to

in @ hike on the Och Ridges Moradine on Sunday, October 4. The
hihe will begin at 10:00 a.m. and will Last approximately 3
houns. e will be hiking in the area south of Uxbaidge on the
4ite of CORT'4 §irst proposed trail section. The arca 44 a good
example of the unigque moraine environment and should de of
interest o all. Interested hihers should meet in a parhing
area on the east side of the 7th concession, 4outh of Durham
Regional Road 11 (please see map). Plaase baing a Lunch, water
end appropriate deess fon expected westhea conditions. Fom moxe
indornmation please contact Staven Gueanland after 6 p.m.

Qus New Loge

Joy Plerce conducted a very successful Logo contest which
attracted 71 entaies from four high Achools in Yoak Reglion.
Sheardi Owen, érom Dr. G.W. Williams Secondery School, won a

érom Aurnora Bilcycle. Gary Gatti, a Newmarket graphic antisc,

CORT Hikes

xnmmmwswumw
Steerning Committees, CORT Boaad memberd Loy Lo axxange a short
hike on the Moxaine associated with their meetings. A hike 4s
planned {nom 10 - 11 a.m. on Octoder 11 in the Aurora area. 4
you wish to participate {in this ox similar hikes, plesse contact

a Bocard member for details.

CORT endorsed a 12 hm walkathon through the Moxadine out of
Pottageville in King Township oi o communily “Canada 185°
celebration on June 14, About 40 hikerns and bilhers
participated. Thost that paid §$1.00, recelived a commemorative
L fon their efforts. This could become on annual ecvent

medallion

$on CORT supportens.

Get Involved 4in CORTI

CORT needs your support. Payment of an aanual $15 membernship
fee will support CORT and entitle you Lo aecedlve newslettons

vonde“&mu“MuMu:
newsletter anticles and Local public aclations.

Upcoming Events (Contact Steven Greenland {ox details)

Oct, & - Ontanio Hiking Day
Oct. 1§ - CORT hihe 4in the Aurora Araa
Oct. 14 - Hike Ontanio Annual General Meeling - Wye Marsh
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In September1992 President Peter Scholefield sent Newsletter No. 1 to the 31
Members of “Citizens for an Oak Ridges Trail” and others who'd expressed
interest. The single sheet had been reproduced by Gestetner. The nine Founding
Board Members were named. He told of the steps in process to obtain
Incorporation and Registered Charity status and the results of the competition to
design our Logo. There was notice of just two hikes: one in Uxbridge on Ontario
Hiking Day and an exploratory hike across Aurora.

From then on it became a quarterly publication, usually two stapled sheets

apparently reproduced by Offset Litho. Sylvia Gilchrist told how gathering the list
of hikes as well as news items was one of her tasks as Secretary in 1993.

Trail Talk

Qak Ridges Trail Association Quarterly

In 1994 Anne Shier became Newsletter Coordinator with David Robertson
responsible for Editing and Design. In August 1995 they branded it Trail Talk.
Each ORTA Chapter provided a paragraph summarizing their activities. Typically
twenty hikes were listed each quarter; some jointly with the Bruce Trail
Association or the Ganaraska Trail.

In Spring 1997: Brian Logan became
ORTA's first Publicity Director which
included being Editor. Content was
expanded making it an eight page
printed journal. And for the first time
photographs - of Cheryl Smart - a
Charter Member of Scugog Chapter -
and to illustrate a Profile of Peter
Attfield whose major contributions to
the planning of ORTA were noted in
Chapter Two.

- -*..\,._.-'-——v:',.“ <

T —

In winter 1997 advertisements were
introduced. This allowed the journal to
be classed by Canada Post as Ad-Mail -
a substantial saving in mailing costs.

Publicity: Brochures, Trail Talk and The Website
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Brian’s great sense of humour became evident
with quips such as a sign supposedly seen on a
Farm Gate:

Trespassers may
enter free.
The bull will charge

In February 1999: Brian persuaded Harold later

Sellers to become Publicity Director so he
could concentrate on developing Trail Talk.
The Editor was made a member of the Board. Brian introduced a standard date
for copy; e.g. 25th of January for the Spring edition. Quarterly Board meetings
were scheduled for the preceding week so Trail Talk could provide up to date
information to Members. Copies were also sent to landowners and supporters and
exchanged with other Hike Ontario clubs.

With a quarterly listing of around 40 Group Hikes, more articles and adverts, Trail
Talk became a 12 page journal. Printing and distribution was now undertaken by
Ontario Sports Alliance. Their facility added the -
mailing addresses onto the back page from a data
file created from our Membership Database. In
Spring 2001 Trail Talk was expanded to 16 pages.
The print run was 1,000; in addition to mailings to
Members spare copies were widely distributed for
publicity.

Brian Logan receiving the Outstanding Member
Award in 2006 in recognition of his dedication
and expertise as Editor, 1997 - 2006.

Alan Wells as Editor 2006 - 2009 introduced some
alternative fonts and a new Masthead by graphic designer Connie Clearwater
which still graces the journal. With digital photography becoming commonplace
Trail Talk was assembled in full colour but continued to be printed in black.
Members could use a password via a web link to read the journal on-line and fully
appreciate the beautiful photographs. For our 20th Anniversary Edition Spring
2012 we splurged with a full colour front cover — quite expensive at the time.

Jacqueline Bapooji became Editor in 2009 volunteering this role as she sought to
develop her Dog Star Publishing Solutions in Ontario. Katrina Bin, an avid hiker
and camper succeeded her in 2014 whilst continuing professional studies at
Seneca College,. Each added their own creative flair.
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The Ontario Sport Alliance, which had provided a variety of services for volunteer
organizations, including printing and mailing, disbanded when the Provincial
Government withdrew its financial support in April 2015. New arrangements had
to be made at short notice. JB Printing of Newmarket who had produced our
brochures and some other items became the printer. In Spring 2016 they
mistakenly printed the entire journal in colour. We’ve subsequently chosen this
option on occasion now that colour printing is relatively less expensive.

Now that it’s much easier to download documents via web links it is suggested
Trail Talk should be distributed electronically, avoiding the ever increasing costs of
mailing. Or simply superseded by the website? To date polls have revealed that
only a handful of members wish to be without the hard copy journal; some keep it
in their vehicles for handy directions to the meeting places for hikes.

Trail Talk remains a valuable publicity item.

Marilyn Bardeau became Editor in 2017; it is now a team effort with Michele
Donnelly coordinating the work.

THE WEBSITE

www.interlog.com/~orta 1n 1997 ORTA's first website was created and
updated quarterly by Tony Van Oostrom with details of each hike. There was a

counter recording the number of hits. Until a few years ago this link still worked showing
a number of references to ORTA, including one in Russian!

Bob Hughes became Webmaster in 1999 and ORTA soon had its own address:

WWW.0rta.com. A whole slew of ORTA positions and groups were given
easy to remember addresses such as: pres@orta.ca and similar for directors and
king@orta.ca etc. for chapter chairs. This avoided publishing personal addresses
and greatly facilitated getting communications to the right person even as people
changed roles. Group names were soon established, e.g.: board@orta.ca

In 2006 this was changed to WWW.0akridgestrail.org in the belief this
would be easier for people to remember.



http://www.interlog.com/~orta
http://www.orta.com/
mailto:pres@orta.ca
mailto:king@orta.ca
mailto:board@orta.ca
http://www.oakridgestrail.org/
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But many people just enter "Oak Ridges Trail” in their browser . . . because we
have many users ORTA always comes up near the top of any “Oak Ridges” list. !

New Webmaster Susan Sellers designed a new website in 2007, a development
which was part of an ORMF funded project to increase publicity of the Moraine
through knowledge of the trail system. This site was linked to those of our
moraine partners: ORMF, ORMLT, STORM and others including Hike Ontario’s.

7 Photo Gaery ‘s(-(.onl)n s

"\c e t'a Qak QM Y rall Associsbion (ORTA) snd we wast you ta join us?

out an one of cur organad hikes on m-«dn- #nd messends mpieting a8 hike &
ectdaratieg. The fun of moeting pacgie who shars the same love of the outdoors i
gratifyrg. Get 3ome QO00d, Jow Impact, anjovebie exarcse and brmg the children
nlcng, too

Nowsistter At prasent about 250 km of trail have been completad, The trail starts wath 2 link o |}
the Cledon Traiway naar Paigrave in the west and continues to the town of Sores
Landing on Rice Lake in the a2st. The trall will be extandac further 1o % aast
Mara,

The Oak Nidgen Marain

The Om A lsqea Mornk "e is & ridge of land that runs parsiiel to and about 80 km
sorth of Lake Ontario. It extends about 200 km from the Magora Escarpenant in the
wesl to the Trunt Kr«' " the east

O of (e oost sgnificant festures of the Morgine is the ground water which results
drom ralvwatar percolation wio the geserally porous sofy of the Momine. The

Swedd o Moraine forms the watershed dvide Detwesn Lake Onladio and Lake Simcom and b

Destch  mymgek 1N Neadwaters 1o more than 10 rivers. Moo

Chlpss gy

FE tageiy We've got over 200 km of traill waiting for you!
D o L Click have "

far larger e =y B
view *u ey e e

ORTA achnowmcges the support of the Oax Ridges Merane| .0 -
Foondation and the Ontario Tritllum Foundation e

o2 -nqp. Tras Assccaesr
Veme dengyn by Biace

Sometimes one can be misdirected. Orta is a town in Turkey, Lake Orta is in Italy. Or putting Oak

Ridge without the s you'll probably get the Oak Ridge National Laboratory, about 7 miles from the city of
Oak Ridge, Tennessee.
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Incorporating many technological changes a new website was designed in 2014 by
Publicity and Fundraising Director Vicky Chan. It is one of the most beautiful to be
found anywhere! The design is particularly user friendly; authorized users can

update the information on the ORTA functions for which they are responsible. The
current Webmaster is Bob Charlton.

Perhaps the most used tab of this website is the Hike Schedule. Hike Leaders now
enter their offerings directly into the Hike Schedule. A link from each selected
hike gives background information on the location and then a link to Google Maps

pinpointing the meeting place with GPS reference. Will this replace the need for
The Guidebook?

Below: Each tab is headed by a picture from ORTA’s collection illustrating the
beauty of the Oak Ridges Moraine which can be appreciated along the trail. Here’s
the top section of the Store/Guidebook tab which facilitates on-line ordering of
ORTA products. Similarly Memberships can be obtained on-line.

Oak Aidges Tral Aszocaton = StoreiGuidebook

e - % B r 2o
$=_Oak Ridees Trall Assaciaton

Store/Gundebook

MENU

Links:
» Order Other Products (/store/order/)

Guidebooks are currently UNAVAILABLE at our various Retailers and also online. There is a
new Edition 7 In the works. Stay tuned as it will be announced when it is available again.

ORTA On-line Store




