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TRAIL TALK
Fall 2011

By Brian Millage, Chair, Moraine 
Adventure Relay Race Committee

Photos by Bill Patterson

The Moraine Adventure Relay 
Facebook site shows it all. There are 
photos of the canoeists with the 
Scottish piper, exciting !nishes by 
cyclists and runners, enthusiastic 
checkpoint volunteers and Race Committee members in their distinctive Relay 
T-shirts, along with the !nal celebrations at the Gatehouse. What a wonderfully 
successful event this was. It took over 450 participants and 100 ORTA volun-
teers to make it happen. Thanks to every single one of you for a great e"ort; 
your enthusiasm contributed to making it such a successful day! Special thanks 
to Juergen Friedrich and Bill Patterson for their e"orts as 'o#cial photograph-
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By Malcolm Hann

This year various ORTA hike 
leaders have been leading hikes across 
sections of the Oak Ridges Trail. When all 
sections are complete a hiker will have com-
pleted the End to End hike of the Oak Ridges 
Trail.

Even if you do not intend to hike all sections of the Trail, you 
may wish to participate in some hikes from this series, as they give 
the opportunity to view the changing scenery of the Trail.

On August 6th, a group hikers covered section #7 of the ORTA 
End to End hike from the YRF Hollidge Tract to Lincolnville. 

The previous evening the weather forecast promised rain for 
the next few days but 13 brave souls came prepared for the worst.

Rain stated to fall during the ! rst kilometre of the hike, but 
stopped as we left the YRF Hollidge Tract without anyone bothering 
to don foul weather gear.

Chris, our hike leader, is very knowledgeable about local trees 
and along the route pointed out many di" erent types and how to 
recognise di" erences between some that look similar.

A short lunch break was at Cedar Beach by Musselman Lake 
where some hikers cooled o"  with ice cream from the variety store.

After lunch we pushed on, going east on Hillsdale Road which 
meets the York Boundary Road at a high plateau where looking 
south we could see Lincolnville some 2 kilometres (down hill) and 
the end of this section of the End to End hike.
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Thanksgiving Weekend 

October 8, 9, and 10 - 2011
The Caledon Hills Bruce Trail Club invites you to join us for 
our annual three-day end-to-end hike on the Thanksgiving 
weekend. In addition to the regular three-day hike, we will 
o" er the two-day end-to-end which will take place on Sat-
urday and Sunday. Di" erent badges are awarded to those 
who complete the end-to-end over 2 days.
Plan now to participate in one of the most enjoyable and 
challenging hiking experiences of the year, a 70 km hike 
through the spectacular fall colours of the Caledon Hills.  
Join the select group of hardy hikers who have earned the 
ÒFall ColoursÓ end-to-end badge, awarded only to those 
who complete this event. The cost is:
$25.00 for the three-day event.
$20.00 for the two-day event.
$10.00 for a single day.
To register please send a cheque payable to the 
Caledon Hills Bruce Trail Club, to:
Joan Richard, 1802-1300 Islington Avenue
Toronto ON M9A 5C4
Please include your email address and phone number with 
your payment.  This fee covers daily bus transportation, 
snacks and refreshments and the ÒFall ColoursÓ end-to-end 
badge on completion. For further information please call 
(416) 767-7550 or email  joanr55@hotmail.com
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Shan Abate
Tanya Abdi-Pikelner
Terry & Carlota Alderson
Robert Alexander
Elinor Allison
Laurie Ball
Rick Berry
Dave & Carol Bibb
Margaret Brock
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John Comfort
Arthur Craig
Jayne Dawson
Helen DiNovo
Karen Faris
Reza Farmand
Liz & Doug Fenwick
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Juergen Friedrich
Audrey Fullerton
John Geale
Robert & Angela Grattage
Mrs. Robby Gray
Klaus Griese
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April 1, 2011 Ð June 30, 2011

Thank you to all donors who have made gifts 
of $10 or over to support the ORTA:
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Helena Hallett 
Hanna Heger
Jean Heys
Isobel Hood
George Ivano" 
Richard & Anne Kinch
S. Langhammer
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As part of ORTAÕs program to Celebrate LifeÕs Milestones or 
In Memory of friends or family, gifts were received to honour
the following teams and individuals for their participation 

in the Moraine for Life Adventure Relay:
ORM’D and Dangerous

Hot Peppers Adventure Team
Bob Comfort

Michele Donnelly 
If you would like to make a donation to one of the 

ORTA Funds, call 905-833-6600 or visit ORTAÕs website 
www.oakridgestrail.org for more information.

If you would like to make a donation in honour of someone, 
call 905-833-6600 or visit ORTAÕs website www.oakridgestrail.org for 
more information.

ORTA is planning a class for Red Cross Standard First Aid Certi! ca-
tion in October 2011. The Certi! cate is valid for 3 years.

Classes are open to all ORTA members; the cost is $70.00 per pupil. 
If you are interested in participating please send an email to hikes@

oakridgestrail.org requesting your name be added to the First Aid class 
roster. ItÕs necessary to 
register for this train-
ing as class space and 
certi! cates are adjusted 
to match the number of 
registered pupils.

The class will be 
held on Saturday Octo-
ber 15th.

The class size will be 
limited to 20 students 
and held in the Com-
munity Room at the 
2 District Police Head Quarters, located at 171 Major Mackenzie Drive 
West, Richmond Hill (one tra#  c light west of Yonge Street on the south 
side of Major Mackenzie Drive). 

Register now to ensure you get a seat for this extremely useful edu-
cation that could become applicable in your family life. ItÕs a very full 
day of education from 9:00am to 5:00pm (8 hours duration) with only a 
short break for lunch – bring your own drinks and snacks.

When you receive acknowledgement that your name has been 
added to the class roster you will need to send your fee to ORTA as 
follows:

Online - through Visa or Mastercard using the CanadaHelps.org 
secure website  

Mail-in - through cheques sent to:
Oak Ridges Trail Association
P.O. Box 28544
Aurora, Ontario, L4G 6S6
Phone 1-877-319-0285 or 905-833-6600 
Fax 905-833-8379 
e-mail info@oakridgestrail.org 
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By Garry Niece

This past spring ORTA was fortunate, for the 
second year, to have volunteers from Levi Strauss 
& Co. (Canada) Inc. working with our own volun-
teers on a section of trail reroute. Levi Strauss has 
an annual volunteer day on which various groups 
of employees donate their time working with a 
number of community organizations.

Due to some land ownership changes, a trail 
reroute was required in Uxbridge Township, just 
east of Brock Rd. Bob Comfort, Brian Millage and 
I worked with Mike Goodyear, of TRCA, to estab-
lish the new route. So, on a sunny, pleasant May 
13, 2011, enthusiastic volunteers from both Levi 
Strauss and ORTA met. Dividing into two groups, 
armed with a variety of loppers, saws, scythes and 
paint, we set out to do battle with the terrain. And 
voila! After a good morning's e"ort the new route 
was established. It's always interesting to see what 
can be accomplished in a comparatively short 
time, with a good group of workers.

I want to extend our great appreciation to the Levi Strauss volunteers for their great e"orts and cheerfulness in assisting ORTA in this endeav-
our. It is an important contribution to the maintaince of the Oak Ridges Moraine Trail, which is an invaluable resource for recreational activities and 
educational awareness of the bene!ts of the Moraine. Thanks especially to David Bush of Levi Strauss for working with me to organize the event. 
Perhaps we can work together again in the future.

5)6&$71,"8**$9/-821)),*

Join us for the Oak Ridges Trail AssociationÕs Discovery Night! Enjoy 
an evening out to share in amazing worldwide journeys, make new 
connections from home and catch up on Ôo" trailÕ socializing. ORTA 
members and the public are invited to come along and bring a friend!
Where and When:

7-9 pm
Ballantrae Community Centre, 5592 Aurora Road, Stou"ville 
(just east of Hwy. 48/Markham Rd, on north side)
$5 contribution at the door. Door prizes! Please lug-a-mug!

Thursday September 15: Return to Nepal
ORTA member Diana Smyth made the trek to Mount Everest Base 

Camp in Nepal in early 2009. With a drive to return for more, she made 
a totally di"erent trek in May 2011 with the Sir Edmund Hillary Founda-
tion (SEHF). 

Enjoy an armchair trek to 12,000 feet above sea level. WeÕll visit local 
villages and the projects supported by the SEHF. Take in lush Himalayan 
vistas, watch the o#cial Everest Marathon whiz by, and get some new 
looks at Kathmandu all without the need for acclimatizing! 
Thursday October 20:   The Isle of Arran. Walking the Coastal 
Path

One of the lesser known coast walks in the British Isles, the Coast 
Path around the Isle of Arran in the Firth of Clyde takes the hiker 
through pretty villages, along lonely beaches with a variety of seabirds 
and dozing seals, over boulder strewn cli"s,$past ancient Neolithic 
standing stones, through forests and beside a golf course with a 
resident herd of roe deer.$Two wonderful side trips are the challenging 
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climb up Goatfell, the highest point of the rugged interior, and a dayÕs 
outing to the Buddhist sanctuary of Holy Isle. Presenters:$ Thea Jenkins 
and Regina Prokopczuk.
Thursday November 17   From Fat to Fit: Joan's Journey from 
Couch to Kili

Come and hear how a self-described Òout of shape seniorÓ went 
from couch potato to Kilimanjaro climber in a year - thanks in large part 
to ORTA!$Joan Burton (Òthe other JoanÓ) will talk about the goal she set 
for herself in September 2010 to climb Mount Kilimanjaro in Septem-
ber 2011.$How did she get from fat to !t and up that mountain? It's a 
story of goal-setting and building in ongoing motivators Ð with lots of 
photos of hikes in Austria (and the Oak Ridges Moraine of course) along 
the way.$Did she make it to the top of Kili?$You'll have to come to hear 
the talk to !nd out!
Thursday December 15:   Glamping in Kenya

Join us for a short holiday in the warm, sunny game preserves of 
Kenya. (well, share the pictures with us...) We were ÒGlampingÓ, tramp-
ing (occasionally), and being absolutely bowled over by the fabulous 
animals, birds, plants and lovely people we met on our Safari vaca-
tion.$Brian, Wilma, Judy and Bob are looking forward$to sharing our 
adventures with you.
JOIN THE DISCOVERY NIGHT TEAM:

Help us continue to bring fun and informative evenings to ORTA 
and the community at large. Many hands make light work, as they say. 
Please lend a hand to secure lively speakers, organize the nightÕs events 
and keep the Discovery Night tradition active. 

Do you or someone you know have a great story to share? You 
could be an upcoming Discovery Night speaker. Let us know. Contact 
Garry Niece,  gcniece@yahoo.ca, 905-655-8040; or Diana Smyth,  
hikingdi@sympatico.ca
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by Peter Schaefer, President

The 5th Annual Adventure Relay held on June 18, 2011 was again 
a tremendous success. 30 teams competed and 100 ORTA volunteers 
had a great time appreciating the competitiveness of the race and 
at the same time sharing laughs and exchanging barbs with the 
racers and their supporters at the checkpoints. The feedback from 
the competitors was even more positive than it had been following 
the previous Relays, praising the excellent organization of this event, 
the spirit of the volunteers and the attention they were getting at 
the checkpoints. I too had a wonderful time at checkpoint 14. I want 
to thank all the 100 ORTA members who have made this event such 
a great success, especially the members of the Organizing Commit-
tee, Co-Chairs Brian and Wilma Millage, Bob and Judy Comfort, Corie 
Bonna" on, Michele Donnelley, Barb Muirhead, Garry Niece and Kim 
Aagaard. What a superb job you have done! Not to be ignored, our 
Treasurer has expressed his pleasure with the ! nancial outcome of 
our % agship fundraiser.

So far, this summer has given us mostly good hiking days. As 
to the end of the summer hiking schedule, counting winter, spring 
and summer hikes (some of which have yet to be 
completed), we provided 260 hikes compared to 196 
hikes over the same time last year! Obviously, thatÕs 
what we do best. I thank all the hike leaders who have 
given their time, not only to lead the hikes but also 
to pre-hike and plan them, and to Malcolm Hann for 
organizing the hiking program so successfully.

Once again I want to make our members aware 
that there are still many volunteer positions available 
to provide leadership or assistance in all areas of our 
AssociationÕs governance and services and on various 
levels of involvement. You could quite certainly make 
use of your interests, talents, past experience and 
strengths in any one of the many positions within the 
ORTA team, either on the Board, Association-wide or 
local level, and by either leading or assisting with our 
hikes and events.. If you are curious or interested, or if 
you know a family member, friend or fellow hiker who 
might be interested, please talk to Wilma Millage, Stan 
Butcher or I or to any other current Board Member 
whose contact information you can ! nd on our web-
site, or contact us by either email or phone. 

ers'.
All 30 teams com-

pleted the 160km course 
and for the 3rd straight year 
congratulations go to The 
Durham Mountain Bike 
Association Trail Blazers for 
a ! rst Place Finish and for 
achieving their best time 
ever,  9 hours and 54 min-
utes! Have you thought 
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with teams from CLOCA, LSRCA, 
TRCA and York Forestry. Mike 
Bender, with a personal 1st place 
! nish in leg 14 led his team, the 
TRCA Racers, to second place 
overall. His sons Eric and Neil, who 
were part of his team, were our 
youngest participants. Congratula-
tions to you all!

George Schneider led the 
Golder Associates team for the 
second year.  Thanks for your Corporate sponsorship in this import-
ant fund raising event. The search is on for more corporate teams to 
participate next year. 
4&A1@$.228"-$B/,"&2)$.'6)218,)$%)-">

Many of this year's teams have participated in 4 of the 5 relays while 
the  My Next Race team have been supporters 
and participants in all ! ve. Thanks and well done 
to Peter Donato and his group. Teams came from 
across Southern Ontario but the participants 
travelling the farthest were 3 teams from Sarnia 
Ð FOMA 1, FOMA 2, and Relative Insanity. These 3 
teams made good use of the cottage facilities at 
Golden Beach Resort on Rice Lake for their pre-
race accommodation and then at Seneca College 
residence at the King Campus site after the race 
! nish. Both of these businesses o" ered special 
rates for Relay participants and we hope they will 
do the same again next year. 

Proceeds from race entry fees and pledge 
monies go towards training hike leaders, publish-
ing guidebooks, trail maintenance, signage, park-
ing lots, etc. so the money is well used during the 
year and we appreciate all your e" orts in joining 
our Annual Moraine Adventure Relay. 

Continued from page 1

about two 
teams from 
your club next 
year? 

The 
Conservation 
Authorities 
were well 
represented 
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During winter it is important that hikers adjust to di"erent situations. From October 

through to March/April variable weather and trail conditions will be encountered. We have to 
be adequately prepared at all times, regarding footwear in particular, and clothing in general. 

Snowshoes and icers should be considered essential equipment. Note: Both these items 
should be put in your vehicle at the start of winter and left there, ready for whatever condi-
tions are found at the trailhead Ð they donÕt do any good at home in the garage or basement! 
Conditions on the trail can vary considerably from your backyard!  

Inexperienced hikers often underestimate the e"ort involved in slogging through snow 
on trails, without snowshoes. As a result they may tire rapidly, and sometimes have to turn 
back. In addition, icers (grippers for the bottom of boots) are necessary for personal safety, 
particularly during the ÕshoulderÕ ends of winter. 

Hike leaders will advise which gear is best at the start of each hike, but come prepared 
for anything. Leaders reserve the right to refuse hikers who are not adequately 
equipped. Those who have not yet acquired snowshoes or icers are encouraged to get 
advice from a number of our members who have a great deal of experience with these items. 
They will often have strong opinions about particular models, and indeed can babble on at 
quite some length, unless restrained. !

Of course, snowshoes or icers are not always needed. In all cases wear suitable boots and 
socks. Also, in general, bring clothing appropriate to the expected temperature, wind, precipi-
tation and sun/cloud conditions. An extra sweater, touque or mitts might prove invaluable.

Please take note of hikes listed on the ORTA website, 
occassionally there are additional hikes or corrections 
added after press time.

Remember that it is your responsibility to dress ap-
propriately! Hat, gloves, gaiters, umbrella, may be needed. 
Wear sturdy hiking boots appropriate to changing pre-
cipitation and temperature; no cotton socks, use a liner 
sock plus a hiking sock. Dress in layers as conditions can 
vary widely within a short time or distance. Waterproof 
boots, jacket and pants recommended. Hiking poles 
optional. Keep these in the car: plastic bags for muddy 
boots, spare footwear, spare dry/warm clothes.

Drinks and snacks recommended for all hikes and 
lunch may be needed for longer ones.

It is the hike leaderÕs decision whether to allow dogs 
on hikes. Hikers should call !rst if the listing is not speci!c.

In case of inclement weather, call the hike leader to 
con!rm the hike.

Be aware that parking areas are public places; refrain 
from keeping ANY valuables in your car.

CA = conservation area
T&B = there and back hike

Select hikes most suitable for your ability:
Slow 3km/h
Moderate 4km/h
Fast 5km/h
Very Fast 6km/h
Map references in the following hikes are based on 

ORTA Guidebook 5th edition.

HIKERS SHOULD ARRIVE AT LEAST 15 
MINUTES BEFFORE THE ADVERTISED 
HIKE TIME. 
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Mon, Sep-5, 9:30AM, Uxbridge - Secord-Goodwood Tracts   
ORTA Map 5; Slow to Moderate pace; 2.5hrs. Well mannered dogs are welcome.  
Scenic ponds, meadows and forested trails. Bring along a picnic lunch to enjoy with 
us at the end of the hike. Meet at Secord Parking Lot, 2km south of Goodwood Rd 
(Durham 21) in Goodwood on Concession 3, E on Secord Rd. 
Contact: Brian or Wilma Millage at 905-853-2407, cell phone on day of hike 
416-722-6512. 

Wed, Sep-7, 9:30AM, Highland Creek   
17km; Moderate to Fast pace; 5hrs. Loop hike. A pleasant walk in Scarborough's treed 
valleys and parks, residential streets of Guildwood and along shoreline of Lake On-
tario. Meet at parking lot of Morningside Park, Scarborough: From Hwy 401, south on 
Morningside Ave, 0.5 km south of Ellesmere Rd, on west side. 
Contact: Garry  Niece at 905-655-8040, cell phone on day of hike 905-809-5138. 

Fri, Sep-9, 9:30AM, YRF North Tract   
10+km; Moderate to Fast pace; 2+hrs. Meet at parking area on the west side of Hwy 
48, & km north of Vivian Sdrd. or 1.3 km south of Davis Dr. No dogs please. 
Contact: Joan Taylor at 905-477-2161. 

Sat, Sep-10, 7:00AM, Al Shaw Side Trail   
ORTA Map 5; 4+km; Moderate pace; 1+hrs. Join us for breakfast after the hike. Meet 
at the entrance on the west side of the 6th Conc. 1.5 km south of Durham Rd. 21. No 
dogs please. 
Contact: Joan Taylor at 905-477-2161. 

Mon, Sep-12, 9:30AM, Uxbridge - Walker Woods/ Al Shaw Trail   
ORTA Map 5; Slow to Moderate pace; 2.5hrs. Loop hike. Well mannered dogs wel-
come. Gently rolling, forested trails. Bring a drink and snacks. Join us for lunch after-
wards. Meet at parking lot East side of 6th Conc, 2km E of Brock Rd, via Albright Rd. 
Contact: Brian or Wilma Millage at 905-853-2407, cell phone on day of hike 
416-722-6512. 

Wed, Sep-14, 9:30AM, Peter's Anniversary Hike, Whitby   
12km; Moderate pace; 4+hrs. In the morning we will explore the trails at Heber Down 
CA (8 km). Varied terrain. Bring lunch to eat at Jacky Bramma's house. Option of a 
further 4-5 km in the afternoon on nearby trails along Pringle Creek. Meet outside the 

main gates of Heber Down, roadside parking. 
From Taunton Road (# 4) in Whitby, turn north 
onto Country Lane. Continue until it ends at 
Lyndebrook, which is the entrance to Heber 
Down. 
Contact: Garry  Niece or Jacky Bramma at 
905-668-4715, cell phone on day of hike 
905-550-4715. 

DISCOVERY NIGHT
Thursday September 15: Return to Nepal
ORTA member Diana Smyth made the trek to 
Mount Everest Base Camp in Nepal in early 
2009. With a drive to return for more, she made 
a totally different trek in May 2011 with the 
Sir Edmund Hillary Foundation (SEHF) and Sir 
EdmundÕs son, Peter. Enjoy an armchair trek to 
12,000 feet above sea level. WeÕll visit local vil-
lages and the projects supported by the SEHF. 
Take in lush Himalayan vistas, watch the official 
Everest Marathon whiz by, and get some new 
looks at Kathmandu all without the need for ac-
climatizing! At time of writing, the trip is yet to 
happen. But weÕre sure it will be as memorable 
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Tue, Sep-20, 9:30AM, King   
ORTA Map 2; 9km; Moderate pace; 2.5hrs. T&B Happy Valley, 7th 
to 8th Concession. Bring snacks and water. Please no dogs. Hiking 
boots recommended. Meet at dead end of 7th Concession, 5.5 km 
north of King Road. 
Contact: Peter Schaefer at 905-476-0413 or on day of hike 
905-967-3004. 

Wed, Sep-21, 9:30AM, Long Sault   
ORTA Map 7; 17km; Moderate to Fast pace; 4+hrs.  Hike loops. Meet 
at Long Sault Ca. Take Durham Rd. 57, 11 km south of Hwy 7A at 
Blackstock or 17 km north of Hwy 401 at Bowmanville to Durham 
Rd. 20, then east 2.5 km to Woodly Rd. then north to parking. Park-
ing is $5. 
Contact: Joan Taylor at 905-477-2161. 

Fri, Sep-23, 9:30AM, Durham Forest   
ORTA Map 5; 11+km; Moderate to Fast pace; 2+hrs. Meet at the 
Durham Forest parking area on the east side of the 7th Conc. 1 km 
south of Durham Rd. 21.  No dogs please.  
Contact: Joan Taylor at 905-477-2161. 

Sat, Sep-24, 7:00AM, Al Shaw Side Trail   
ORTA Map 5; 4+km; Moderate pace; 1+hrs. Join us for breakfast 
after the hike. Meet at the entrance on the west side of the 6th 
Conc. 1.5 km south of Durham Rd. 21. No dogs please. 
Contact: Joan Taylor at 905-477-2161. 

Sun, Sep-25, 10:00AM, Ganaraska Forest     
ORTA Map 8; 8km; Moderate pace; 2+hrs. Loop hike to Tower Hill. 
Dress for the weather. Bring water and snacks/lunch. Hope the 
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as DianaÕs first journey to the heart of the Himalayan Mountains.
7-9 p.m. Ballantrae Community Centre, 5592 Aurora Road, Stouffville (just 
east of Hwy. 48/Markham Rd, on the north side). $5 contribution at the door 
gets you a ticket for some great prizes! Please lug a mug! 
Questions? Contact Garry Niece gcniece@yahoo.ca or Diana Smyth 
hikingdi@sympatico.ca .

Fri, Sep-16, 9:30AM, Walker Woods   
ORTA Map 5; 10+km; Moderate to Fast pace; 2+hrs. Hilly.  Meet at park-
ing area on the east side of the 6th Conc. 2 km south of Durham Rd. 21, at 
Albright Rd. No dogs please. 
Contact: Joan Taylor at 905-477-2161. 

Sat, Sep-17, 7:00AM, Al Shaw Side Trail   
ORTA Map 5; 4+km; Moderate pace; 1+hrs.  Join us for breakfast after the 
hike. Meet at the entrance on the west side of the 6th Conc. 1.5 km south of 
Durham Rd. 21. No dogs please. 
Contact: Joan Taylor at 905-477-2161. 

Sat, Sep-17, 9:30AM, Whitchurch- Stou!ville   
ORTA Map 4; 13km; Moderate pace; 3+hrs. End to End (E2E) hike #6 (Hike 
between Sheppard Bush and Whitchurch CA) Please arrive prior to 9:30 am, 
as$the group$will carshuttle to the start promptly at 9:30. Meet in Whitchurch 
CC parking lot, south side of Aurora Road 1km west from Kennedy Road. 
Contact: Klaus at 905-841-1026 (there is no cell number). 

Sat, Sep-17, 2:00PM, Walker Woods   
ORTA Map 5; 7km; Slow to Moderate pace; 3hrs. East and west loops of 
Walker Woods. Families and well-mannered dogs welcome. Bring water 
and snacks. Meet at the parking lot on the west side of 7th Concession, 2km 
south of Goodwood Road. 
Contact: Brian & Kathy Clark at 905-841-9757, cell phone on day of 
hike 416-618-1726. 

Mon, Sep-19, 9:30AM, Richmond Hill   
6.5km; Slow pace; 2.5hrs. Loop trek around Richvale Greenway, through a 
number of small parks with substantial trees and beside the Mill Pond, finish-
ing with a walk along quiet streets featuring some historic buildings. Bring 
water and snacks. Bug repellent advised. Well mannered dogs welcome but 
will need to be leashed at least for short sections on town streets. Lunch op-
tions afterwards. Meet at the main entrance of Richmond Hill Central Library, 
southwest corner of Yonge Street and Major Mackenzie Drive. Parking lots 
are west of the library. 
Contact: Stan Butcher at 905-737-3966, cell phone on day of hike only 
416-434-3471. Continued on page 8
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leaves are turning! From Hwy.115 exit at Boundary Rd. (next exit north 
of exit to Hwy 35); go east 1.5km to Micro Rd.; Roadside parking. 
Contact: Grace Moores at 905-263-4340. 

Mon, Sep-26, 9:30AM, Porritt Tract, York Region Forest   
ORTA Map 4; Slow to Moderate pace; 2-2.5hrs. Wide trails through a 
mixture of deciduous and coniferous forests. Some hills. Well mannered 
dogs on leash are encouraged to bring their owners. Join us for lunch 
afterwards. Meet at parking lot, first drive N of Aurora Rd., on W side of 
Kennedy Rd. 
Contact: Brian or Wilma Millage at 905-853-2407, cell phone on 
day of hike 416-722-6512. 

Wed, Sep-28, 9:30AM, Bruce Trail Hockley Heights   
17+km; Moderate to Fast pace; 4+hrs. T&B hike with side trails. Enjoy the 
colour. Many steep hills through mixed forest. Meet at the Bruce Trail 
parking area on the east side of Airport Road. Take Airport Road 1.7 km 
north of Hwy 9, then east on 7th Line to parking area.  
Contact: Bob Comfort at 905-473-2669, cell phone on day of hike 
905-960-0543. 

Fri, Sep-30, 9:30AM, Glen Major   
ORTA Map 5; 10+km; Moderate to Fast pace; 2+hrs. Loop hike, some 
hills. Meet at parking area on east side of Uxbridge Conc. 6, 5.5 km 
south of Durham 21. 
Contact: Russ Burton at 905-830-2862.

Sat, Oct-1, 7:00AM, Al Shaw Side Trail   
ORTA Map 5; 4km; Moderate pace; 1+hrs. Loop hike, some hills. Join us 
for breakfast after hike. Meet at the entrance on the west side of the 
6th Conc. 1.5 km south of Durham Rd. 21. No dogs please. 
Contact: Russ Burton at 905-830-2862. 

Sat, Oct-1, 9:30AM, Uxbridge   
ORTA Map 5; 17km; Moderate pace; 3+hrs. End to End (E2E) hike #9 - 
Please arrive prior to 9:30 am, as$the group$will carshuttle to the start 
promptly at 9:30. Hike between Lincolnville and Albright Road @ 6th 

Concession. Meet at Albright Road @ 6th Concession. 
Contact: Brian or Wilma Millage at 905-853-2407, cell phone on 
day of hike 416-722-6512. 

Sat, Oct-1, 10:00AM, Mary Lake   
ORTA Map 2; 6km; Slow to Moderate pace; 2hrs. This is a great family 
hike.  Bring water and snack. Meet at Keele Street  0.5 km north of 15th 
Sideroad. 
Contact: Sid at 416-822 6750. 

Sun, Oct-2, 10:00AM, Glen Ha! y-Palgrave   
ORTA Map 0 & 1; 17km; Moderate pace; 5hrs. Hike in support of Eva's 
Initiatives which operates shelters for homeless youths in GTA (http://
www.evasinitiatives.com). There will be a shuttle through beautiful 
forests of Glen Haffy and Palgrave. Meet in Caledon at P on The Gore 
Road just north of Old Church Road at Caledon Trailway. Go west on 

#9, south on #50, past Palgrave to Old Church, go west to The Gore, 
go north.  
Contact: Ken Kishibe at 647-866-7834. 

Tue, Oct-4, 9:30AM, King City   
ORTA Map 2; 9km; Moderate pace; 2.5hrs. T&B Happy Valley, 7th to 8th 
Concession. Bring snacks and water. Please no dogs. Hiking boots 
recommended. Meet at dead end of 7th Concession, 5.5 km north of 
King Road. 
Contact: Fatema Amini at 905-508-9050 (taran_amini@yahoo.
com). 

Wed, Oct-5, 9:30AM, Jokers Hill   
ORTA Map 3; 16km; Moderate to Fast pace; 4hrs. Loops. Hilly, varied 
terrain of the Koffler Scientific Reserve. Bring food & drink. Meet at 
Whipper Billy Watson Park, Newmarket. E on Clearmeadow Blvd from 
Bathurst St. (first street N of Mulock Dr).  
Contact: Garry Niece at 905-655-8040, cell phone on day of hike 
905-809-5138. 

Fri, Oct-7, 9:30AM, YRF - Hollidge & Eldred King Tracts   
ORTA Map 4; 11km; Moderate to Fast pace; 2.5hrs. Loops. Some hills. 
Parking lot of Hollidge Tract. E side of Hwy #48, 0.8 km N of St. John's 
Sdrd. 
Contact: Garry Niece at 905-655-8040, cell phone on day of hike 
905-809-5138. 

Sat, Oct-8, 7:00AM, Al Shaw Side Trail   
ORTA Map 5; 4+km; Moderate pace; 1+hrs. Join us for breakfast after 
the hike. Meet at the entrance on the west side of the 6th Conc. 1.5 km 
south of Durham Rd. 21. No dogs please. 
Contact: Bob Comfort at 905-473-2669, cell phone on day of hike 
905-960-0543. 

Mon, Oct-10, 9:30AM, Brock Tract and Wilder Forest    
ORTA Map 5; Slow to Moderate pace; 2+hrs. Thanksgiving Day Hike. 
Join us to enjoy the beautiful fall colour of this area Ð scenic vistas and 
hilly forested terrain. Bring water and snacks to enjoy on the trail. Well 
mannered dogs on leash are encouraged to bring their owners. Meet 
at parking lot east side of Durham #1/Brock Rd. 5km south of Coppins 
Corners. 
Contact: Brian or Wilma Millage at 905-853-2407, cell phone on 
day of hike 416-722-6512. 

Mon, Oct-10, 9:30AM, Aurora   
ORTA Map 3; 6.5km; Slow pace; 2 - 2.5hrs. Thanksgiving Monday Trek 
viewing the Mackenzie Wetland, crossing the new boardwalk through 



0122"!344"" ###$%&'()*+,-.(&)/$%(+" !"#$%&!#%'"";

Continued on page 10

the Hadley Grange Nature Reserve and continuing via the Nokiidaa Trail to Paul 
Semple Park, Newmarket, and return. Meet at the Dog Run parking lot on east 
side of Industrial Parkway North, 0.4 km south of St. John's Sideroad. 
Contact: Stan Butcher at 905-737-3966, cell phone on day of hike only 416-
434-3471. 

Wed, Oct-12, 9:30AM, Clubine/Norton & Al Shaw   
ORTA Map 5; 15+km; Moderate to Fast pace; 4hrs. T&B hike. No dogs please. Meet 
at parking on the east side of the 6th Conc. 2 km south of Durham 21 at Albright 
Rd. 
Contact: Joan Taylor at 905-477-2161. 

Fri, Oct-14, 9:30AM, Brock Track   
ORTA Map 5; 10+km; Moderate to Fast pace; 2hrs. Loop hike, some hills. Meet at 
parking area on E side of Uxbridge Conc. 6  0.6 km N of Uxbridge Town Line or 
5.5 km. S of Durham 21. 
Contact: Russ Burton at 905-830-2862. 

Sat, Oct-15, 7:00AM, Al Shaw Side Trail   
ORTA Map 5; 4km; Moderate pace; 1+hrs. Loop hike, some hills. Join us for break-
fast after hike. Meet at the entrance on the west side of the 6th Conc. 1.5 km south 
of Durham Rd. 21. No dogs please. 
Contact: Russ Burton at 905-830-2862. 

Sat, Oct-15, 1:30PM, Je!erson Forest   
ORTA Map 3; 8km; Moderate pace; 3hrs. Ramble along the new main ORTA trail 
route through the TRCA Jefferson Forest Tract. Secondary trail routes will be 
shown and explained. Meet at the Trailhead parking lot on Old Colony Rd, just 
west of Bayview Ave. 1 km north of Stouffville Rd. 
Contact: Rhys Beak at 905-237-1826, cell phone on day of hike only 289-
221-7154. 

Mon, Oct-17, 9:30AM, Palgrave   
ORTA Map 1; 6.7km; Slow pace; 2.5hrs. Shuttle to take an east to west trek along 
the main Oak Ridges Moraine Trail. A forest path beside a quarry and along a 
quiet sideroad before joining the Caledon Rail Trail / Trans-Canada Trail into the 
village. Meet at the Palgrave Mill Pond parking lot on the east side of Peel Hwy. 
50, 2.7 km south of Hwy. 9. 
Contact: Stan Butcher at 905-737-3966, cell phone on day of hike only 416-
434-3471. 

Wed, Oct-19, 10:00AM, BEACH hike/walk   
12.5km; 2.5hrs. Includes boardwalk, beach, street and ravine trails. From the north 
take the Don Valley to the Lakeshore. Turn left (east) and turn right at the first 
light after Coxwell at Northern Dancer Blvd. into Woodbine Beach parking. Park in 
the most easterly section which is free on weekdays. We will meet at the parking 
area. From the east take Kingston Rd. to Woodbine south, (cemetery on north/

west corner) and turn left. Continue down Woodbine through 
Queen and take the first left at Northern Dancer Blvd. LATE 
arrivals - we will be passing the parking area about 10:45AM. 
Join us for a hosted lunch after the hike at the Muirhead 
residence, 67 Lee Ave.  
Contact: Barb or Wayne Muirhead at 416-691-3531 or cell  
647-283-1900. 

DISCOVERY NIGHT  Thursday October 20:   The Isle of 
Arran. Walking the Coastal Path

One of the lesser known coast walks in the British Isles, 
the Coast Path around the Isle of Arran in the Firth of Clyde 
takes the hiker through pretty villages, along lonely beaches 
with a variety of seabirds and dozing seals, over boulder 
strewn cli"s, past ancient Neolithic standing stones, through 
forests and beside a golf course with a resident herd of roe 
deer.  Two wonderful side trips are the challenging climb up 
Goatfell, the highest point of the rugged interior, and a dayÕs 
outing to the Buddhist sanctuary of Holy Isle. Presenters:  
Thea Jenkins and Regina Prokopczuk

7-9 pm. Ballantrae Community Centre, 5592 Aurora Rd 
(just east of Hwy 48/Markham Rd, on north side). $5 contribu-
tion at the door. Door prizes! Please lug-a-mug!
Questions? Contact Garry Niece, gcniece@yahoo.ca, 905-
655-8040; or Diana Smyth, hikingdi@sympatico.ca

Fri, Oct-21, 9:30AM,  Walker Woods   
ORTA Map 5; 10+km; Moderate to Fast pace; 2+hrs. Hilly. No 
dogs please. Meet at parking area on the east side of the 6th 
Conc. 2 km south of  Durham 21, at Albright Rd. 
Contact: Joan Taylor at 905-477-2161. 

Sat, Oct-22, 7:00AM, Al Shaw Side Trail
ORTA Map 5; 4.5km; Moderate pace; 1+hrs. Join us for break-
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fast after the hike. Meet at the entrance on the west side of the 6thConc. 
1.5 km south of Durham Rd. 21. 
Contact: Joan Taylor at 905-477-2161. 

Sun, Oct-23, 10:00AM, Northumberland County Forest   
ORTA Map 11; 10km; Moderate pace; There and back. Dress for the 
weather. Bring water and snacks. Meet on the East side of Hwy. 45, 
North of Cobourg, at Morris Rd. 
Contact: Grace Moores at 905-263-4340. 

Mon, Oct-24, 9:30AM, York Region Forest - Hall Tract   
ORTA Map 4; Slow to Moderate pace; 2+hrs. Sheltered forested trails.  
Bring a drink and snacks. Well mannered dogs welcome. Going for 
lunch afterwards. Meet at parking lot east side of McCowan Rd.  1km 
north of Aurora Rd. 
Contact: Brian or Wilma Millage at 905-853-2407, cell phone on 
day of hike 416-722-6512. 

Wed, Oct-26, 9:30AM, Durham Forest and Crowspass CA   
ORTA Map 5 & 6; 16+km; Moderate to Fast pace; 4+hrs. Figure of eight 
hike. Hilly. Meet at parking area on the west side of the 7th Conc. 2 km 
south of Durham Rd 21, at Houston Rd. 
Contact: Bob Comfort at 905-473-2669, cell phone on day of hike 
905-960-0543. 

Fri, Oct-28, 9:30AM, Seaton Trail   
9+km; Moderate pace; 2.5hrs. There and Back hike, hilly, following West 
Duffins Creek. Hiking boots desirable. Bring water and snacks. Meet in 
village of Whitevale at parking lot on the south side of Whitevale Road, 
west of Duffins Creek. 
Contact: Kevin Lowe at 416-655-2256 (hike day only).

Sat, Oct-29, 9:30AM, Port Hope   
ORTA Map 9 & 10; 15km; Moderate pace; 3+hrs. End to End (E2E) 
hike #16. Hike some of the beautiful Oak Ridges 
Moraine Trail between Camp Springs Road and 
Woodvale School Road. Please arrive by 9:15AM, 
as the group will carshuttle to the start promptly 
at 9:30AM. Note, this is a joint hike with Kawartha 
chapter, Ganarasaka Hiking Trail Association. Meet 
in the parking area at the intersection of the 9th 
Line (off Hwy #28 opposite Bewdley), and Woo-
dvale School Road at the edge of the Ganaraska 
Forest. 
Contact: Thea Jenkins at 705-742-4009. 

Sat, Oct-29, 10:00AM, Eaton Lake   
ORTA Map 2; 6km; Slow to Moderate pace; 2hrs. 
This is a great family hike. Bring water and snack. 
Meet at Keele Street  0.5 km north of 15th Sideroad. 
Contact: Sid at 416-822 6750. 

Sat, Oct-29, 3:00PM, Secord Forest   
ORTA Map 5; 5+km; Slow to Moderate pace; 2+hrs. 
Nature hike through the Secord Wildlife Area and 
Goodwood Tract; 8km with a drop out option at 
5km. Please bring water and snacks. Call prior to 
hike day for meeting location. 
Contact: Diana Piche at 647-237-4837. 

Sun, Oct-30, 2:00PM, YRF Eldred King Wood-
lands   
ORTA Map 4; 6km; Slow to Moderate pace; 2hrs. 
Families and well-mannered dogs welcome. Bring 

snacks and water. Dress for the weather. Meet at the parking lot west of 
Hwy 48, 0.7 km north of St. John's Sideroad, or 2.7 km north of Aurora 
Road. 
Contact: Brian & Kathy Clark at 905-841-9757, cell phone on day of 
hike 416-618-1726. 

Mon, Oct-31, 9:30AM, Whitchurch- Stou!ville   
ORTA Map 4; 7km; Slow pace; 2.5hrs. Two loops in the York Region For-
est; Dainty and Clarke Tracts. Meet at the Dainty Tract parking lot east 
side of McCowan Rd., 0.4 km south of Aurora Rd. 
Contact: Stan Butcher at 905-737-3966, cell phone on day of hike 
only 416-434-3471. 

Tue, Nov-1, 9:30AM, King City   
ORTA Map 2; 9km; Moderate pace; 2.5hrs. T&B Happy Valley, 7th to 
8th Concession. Bring snacks and water. Please no dogs. Hiking boots 
recommended. Meet at dead end of 7th Concession, 5,5 km north of 
King Road. 
Contact: Fatema Amini at 905-508-9050 (taran_amini@yahoo.
com). 

Wed, Nov-2, 9:30AM, Rouge Valley   
15+km; Moderate to Fast pace; 4hrs. Loops. Varied, scenic, hilly terrain. 
Bring food & drink. Pub stop afterwards. Meet at parking lot beside 
Glen Rouge Campground. Entrance on N side of Kingston Rd (Hwy #2), 
E of Port Union Rd/Hwy #401 junction; W of Altona Rd (Pickering).  
Contact: Garry Niece at 905-655-8040, cell phone on day of hike 
905-809-5138. 

Fri, Nov-4, 9:30AM, YRF North Tract   
10km; Moderate to Fast pace; 2+hrs. No dogs please. Meet at parking 
area on the west side of Hwy 48, & km north of Vivian Sdrd. or 1.3 km. 
south of Davis Dr. 
Contact: Joan Taylor at 905-477-2161. P

hoto by John F
uchs

Continued from page 9
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Sat, Nov-5, 7:00AM, Al Shaw Side Trail   
ORTA Map 5; 4.5km; Moderate pace; 1+hrs. Join us for 
breakfast after the hike. Meet at the entrance on the west 
side of the 6th Conc. 1.5 km south of Durham Rd. 21. 
Contact: Joan Taylor at 905-477-2161. 

Sun, Nov-6, 10:00AM, Mary Lake-Seneca Lake   
ORTA Map 2; 12 km; Slow to Moderate pace; 4hrs. Hike 
in support of Heart and Stroke Foundation of Ontario's 
research to eradicate heart disease (www.heartandstroke.
on.ca). Meet at R on Keele, .5 km north of 15th Sideroad.  
Contact: Ken Kishibe at 647-866-7834. 

Mon, Nov-7, 9:30AM, Uxbridge - Secord-Goodwood 
Tracts   
ORTA Map 5; Slow to Moderate pace; 2+hrs. Scenic ponds, 
meadows and forested trails. T&B and loop hike. Well man-
nered dogs are encouraged to bring their owners. Bring 
water and snacks. Going for lunch afterwards. Meet at Secord Parking 
Lot, 2km south of Goodwood Rd (Durham 21) in Goodwood on Con-
cession 3, E on Secord Rd. 
Contact: Brian or Wilma Millage at 905-853-2407, cell phone on 
day of hike 416-722-6512. 

Wed, Nov-9, 9:30AM,  Seaton Hiking Trail   
16+km; Moderate to Fast pace; 4+hrs. T&B, hilly. Meet in the village of 
Whitevale at the park on the west side of the river south off Whitevale 
Rd. 
Contact: Joan Taylor at 905-477-2161. 

Fri, Nov-11, 9:30AM, Eldred King & Hall Side Trails   
ORTA Map 4; 10+km; Moderate to Fast pace; 2+hrs. Loop hike, some 
hills. Meet at Eldred King Woodlands parking area west side of Hwy. 48 
approx. 3 km North of Aurora Rd. 
Contact: Russ Burton at 905-830-2862. 

Sat, Nov-12, 7:00AM, Al Shaw Side Trail   
ORTA Map 5; 4km; Moderate pace; 1+hrs. Loop hike, some hills. Meet at 
the entrance on the west side of the 6th Conc. 1.5 km south of Durham 
Rd. 21. No dogs please. 
Contact: Russ Burton at 905-830-2862. 

Sat, Nov-12, 9:30AM, Clarington East.   
ORTA Map 8; 14km; Moderate pace; 3+hrs. End to End (E2E) hike #14. 
You do not have to be doing the E2E series to participate; come out 
and enjoy. Hike between Darlington Line and Ganaraska forest. Please 
arrive by 9:15AM, as the group will carshuttle to the start promptly at 
9:30AM. Contact the leader for further details. Hike between Darlinton 
Town Line and Ganaraska forest parking lot. 
Contact: Garry Niece at 905-655-8040, cell phone on day of hike 
905-809-5138. 

Sun, Nov-13, 10:00AM,  Leskard Village    
ORTA Map 8; 9km; Moderate pace; There and back. Bring sunflower 
seeds if you want to feed the birds. Bring water and snacks. Meet at 
3-way stop in Leskard. From Taunton Rd. east, take Leskard Rd. north for 
4 km to roadside parking in the Village.  
Contact: Grace Moores at 905-263-4340. 

Sun, Nov-13, 2:00PM, YRF Hall Tract   
ORTA Map 4; 5km; Slow to Moderate pace; 2hrs. Families and well-man-
nered dogs welcome. Bring snacks and water. Dress for the weather. 
Meet at the parking lot on the east side of McCowan Road, 1 km north 
of Aurora Road. 

Contact: Brian & 
Kathy Clark at 905-
841-9757, cell phone 
on day of hike 416-
618-1726. 

Mon, Nov-14, 
9:30AM, East Gwil-
limbury   
7.5km; Slow pace; 2.5 
- 3hrs. Loop trek along-
side the East Branch of 
the Holland River to-
wards Holland Landing. 
See remnants of the 
ambitious, but failed, 
canal project. Meet at 
the Rogers Reservoir 

parking lot, east side of 2nd Concession, 1.0 km north of Green Lane. 
Contact: Stan Butcher at 905-737-3966, cell phone on day of hike 
only 416-434-3471. 

Wed, Nov-16, 9:30AM, ORMT Clarington East including Bluebird 
side trail   
ORTA Map 8; 19km; Moderate to Fast pace; 5+hrs. T&B, mainly forested 
with some road. Meet at roadside parking area Darlington Clark Town 
Line and Darlington Conc. 8. 
Contact: Russ Burton at 905-830-2862. 

DISCOVERY NIGHT Thursday November 17: From Fat to Fit: 
Joan's Journey from Couch to Kili
Come and hear how a self-described Òout of shape seniorÓ went from 
couch potato to Kilimanjaro climber in a year Ð thanks in large part to 
ORTA! Joan Burton ("the other Joan") will talk about the goal she set 
for herself in September 2010 to climb Mount Kilimanjaro in Septem-
ber 2011. How did she get from fat to fit and up that mountain? It's a 
story of goal-setting and building in ongoing motivators Ð with lots of 
photos of hikes in Austria (and the Oak Ridges Moraine of course) along 
the way. Did she make it to the top of Kili? You'll have to come to hear 
the talk to find out!
7-9 pm. Ballantrae Community Centre, 5592 Aurora Rd (just east of 
Hwy 48/Markham Rd, on north side). $5 contribution at the door. Door 
prizes! Please lug-a-mug!
Questions? Contact Garry Niece, gcniece@yahoo.ca, 905-655-
8040; or Diana Smyth, hikingdi@sympatico.ca

Fri, Nov-18, 9:30AM, Walker Woods   
ORTA Map 5; 10+km; Moderate to Fast pace; 2+hrs. No dogs please. 
Meet at parking area on the east side of the 6th Conc. 2 km south of  
Durham 21, at Albright Rd. 
Contact: Joan Taylor at 905-477-2161. 

Sat, Nov-19, 7:00AM, Al Shaw Side Trail   
ORTA Map 5; 4.5km; Moderate pace; 1+hrs. Join us for breakfast after 
the hike. Meet at the entrance on the west side of the 6th Conc. 1.5 km 
south of Durham Rd. 21.  
Contact: Joan Taylor at 905-477-2161. 

Sat, Nov-19, 10:00AM, Eldred King + Al Shaw Side Trail   
ORTA Map 5; 11km; Moderate pace; 3.5hrs. Meet at parking lot west of 
Hwy.48, 0.5 km south of Cherry Street and 2.7 km north of Aurora Road. 
Contact: Sid at 416-822 6750. 
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Sat, Nov-19, 1:30PM, Je! erson Forest   
ORTA Map 3; 8km; Moderate pace; 3hrs. Ramble 
along the new main ORTA trail route through 
the TRCA Jefferson Forest Tract. Secondary trail 
routes will be shown and explained. Meet at the 
Trailhead parking lot on Old Colony Rd, just west 
of Bayview Ave, 1 km north of Stouffville Rd. 
Contact: Rhys Beak at 905-237-1826, cell 
phone on day of hike only 289-221-7154. 

Mon, Nov-21, 9:30AM, Palgrave Forest    
ORTA Map 1; Slow to Moderate pace; 2+hrs. 
Loop hike. Social outing along a variety of scenic 
forested trails. Well mannered dogs welcome. 
Bring water and snacks. Join us for lunch after in 
Schomberg. Meet at parking lot north of Millpond 
at north end of Palgrave, east side of Peel Rd 50, 
2.7km south of Hwy 9. 
Contact: Brian or Wilma Millage at 905-853-
2407, cell phone on day of hike 416-722-6512. 

Wed, Nov-23, 9:30AM, Brock/ Wilder/ Walker/ 
Glen Major   
ORTA Map 5; 16+km; Moderate to Fast pace; 
4+hrs. Ò4 TractÓ Loop taking in 4 TRCA Conserva-
tion areas. Hilly. Meet at parking area on E side 
of Uxbridge Conc. 6  0.6 km N of Uxbridge Town Line or 5.5 km. S of 
Durham 21. 
Contact: Bob Comfort at 905-473-2669, cell phone on day of hike 
905-960-0543. 

Fri, Nov-25, 9:30AM, Rouge Park   
9+km; Moderate pace; 2.5hrs. Partial loop hike, hilly, following the Little 
Rouge River. Hiking boots desirable. Bring water and snacks. Meet at 
Pearse House, off Morningside Ave south of Finch, opposite to entrance 
to Metro Zoo. 
Contact: Kevin Lowe at 416-655-2256 (hike day only).

Sat, Nov-26, 7:00AM, Al Shaw Side Trail   
ORTA Map 5; 4km; Moderate pace; 1+hrs. Loop hike, some hills. Meet at 
the entrance on the west side of the 6th Conc. 1.5 km south of Durham 
Rd. 21. No dogs please. 
Contact: Russ Burton at 905-830-2862. 

Sat, Nov-26, 10:30AM, Clarington East   
ORTA Map 8; 15km; Moderate pace; 3+hrs. End to End (E2E) hike #15. 
Please arrive prior to 10:30 am, as$the group$will carshuttle to the start 
promptly at 10:30. Hike between Ganaraska Forest and Cold Spring 
Camp Road. Meet at roadside parking on 10th Line @ Cold Springs 
Camp Road. 
Contact: Diana Piche at 647-237-4837. 

Mon, Nov-28, 9:30AM, Newmarket   
ORTA Map 3; 7km; Slow pace; 2.5hrs. Loop hike on undulating, at times 
challenging, trails through the spectacular UofT's Joker's Hill property 
to the 99 steps in the Thornton-Bales Conservation Area. Meet at Whip-
per Billy Watson parking lot on Clearmeadow Blvd. just east of Bathurst 
St., 0.4 km north of Mulock Dr. 
Contact: Stan Butcher at 905-737-3966, cell phone on day of hike 
only 416-434-3471. 

Wed, Nov-30, 9:30AM, Durham Forest   
ORTA Map 5;  We will hike for 2+ hrs then go to Scrambles for lunch. No 
dogs please. Meet at the Durham Forest parking area on the east side 

of the 7th Conc. 1 km south of Durham Rd. 21. 
Contact: Joan Taylor at 905-477-2161. 

Fri, Dec-2, 9:30AM, YRF North Tract   
10km; Moderate to Fast pace; 2+hrs. No dogs 
please. Meet at parking area on the west side of 
Hwy 48,  & km north of Vivian Sdrd. or 1.3 km 
south of Davis Dr.  
Contact: Joan Taylor at 905-477-2161. 

Sat, Dec-3, 7:00AM,  Al Shaw Side Trail   
ORTA Map 5; 4.5km; Moderate pace; 1+hrs. Join us 
for breakfast after the hike. Meet at the entrance 
on the west side of the 6th Conc. 1.5 km south of 
Durham Rd. 21.  
Contact: Joan Taylor at 905-477-2161. 

Sat, Dec-3, 10:00AM, Bond Lake   
ORTA Map 3; 7km; Moderate pace; 2hrs. This is a 
great  family hike. Meet at parking lot at Old Col-
ony Rd 1.2 km east of Yonge St. in Oak Ridges. 
Contact: Sid at 416-822 6750. 

Sun, Dec-4, 10:00AM, Glen Ha! y - Palgrave   
ORTA Map 0 & 1; 17 km; Moderate pace; 5hrs. Hike 
in support of PACT, an award-winning program 
which helps at-risk youths develop their full 

potential (http://www.pactprogram.ca/pact/). There will be a shuttle 
through beautiful forests of Glen Haffy and Palgrave. Meet in Caledon 
at P on The Gore Road just north of Old Church Road at Caledon Trail-
way. Go west on #9, south on #50, past Palgrave to Old Church, go west 
to The Gore Rd., go north.  
Contact: Ken Kishibe at 647-866-7834. 

Sun, Dec-4, 10:00AM, Durham Regional Forest & Walker Woods   
ORTA Map 5 & 6; 8km; Moderate pace; There and back with loop in 
Walker Woods. Bring water and snacks. Meet at roadside parking on 
Houston Rd (north of Chalk Lake Rd.), west of Lake Ridge Rd. 
Contact: Grace Moores at 905-263-4340. 

Mon, Dec-5, 9:30AM, Uxbridge - Walker Tract   
ORTA Map 5; Slow to Moderate pace; 2+hrs. Eighth annual Millage Wed-
ding Anniversary hike. Well mannered dogs are encouraged to bring 
their owners. Sheltered, winding trails through mature forest. Moder-
ate hills. Bring water and snacks. Icers?? Depending on weather. Meet 
at trail parking lot on west side of Uxbridge 7th. Conc., 2.1 km south of 
Durham Rd 21 (Goodwood Rd). 
Contact: Brian or Wilma Millage at 905-853-2407, cell phone on 
day of hike 416-722-6512. 

Tue, Dec-6, 9:30AM, King City   
ORTA Map 2; 9km; Moderate pace; 2.5hrs. T&B Happy Valley.  Bring 
snacks and water. Please no dogs. Hiking boots recommended. Meet at 
road side parking on 16th side road and Weston Rd. 
Contact: Fatema Amini at 905-508-9050 (taran_amini@yahoo.
com). 

Wed, Dec-7, 9:30AM, North Greenwood CA   
15+km; Moderate to Fast pace; 4hrs. North Ajax/Pickering area. Loop 
hike. Hilly, varied terrain. Icers or snowshoes, if appropriate. Bring food 
& drink. Meet in parking lot, N side of Conc. 5 (S of Hwy #7); 2.3 km E of 
Brock Rd, 1.0 km W of Westney Rd (W of Greenwood Rd). 
Contact: Garry Niece at 905-655-8040, cell phone on day of hike 
905-809-5138. 
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Fri, Dec-9, 9:30AM, Brock Track   
ORTA Map 5; 10+km; Moderate to Fast pace; 2+hrs. Loop hike, some 
hills. Meet at parking area on E side of Uxbridge Conc. 6  0.6 km N of 
Uxbridge Town Line or 5.5 km S of Durham 21. 
Contact: Russ Burton at 905-830-2862. 

Sat, Dec-10, 7:00AM, Al Shaw Side Trail   
ORTA Map 5; 4km; Moderate pace; 1+hrs. Loop hike, some hills. Meet at 
the entrance on the west side of the 6th Conc. 1.5 km south of Durham 
Rd. 21. No dogs please. 
Contact: Russ Burton at 905-830-2862. 

Sun, Dec-11, 2:00PM, Walker Woods   
ORTA Map 5; 7km; Slow to Moderate pace; 3hrs. East and west loops of 
Walker Woods. Families and well-mannered dogs welcome. Bring water 
and snacks. Dress for the weather. Meet at the parking lot on the west 
side of 7th Concession, 2km south of Goodwood Road. 
Contact: Brian & Kathy Clark at 905-841-9757, cell phone on day of 
hike 416-618-1726. 

Mon, Dec-12, 9:30AM, Richmond Hill   
4.5km; Slow pace; 2hrs. Short loop trek around the attractive urban 
trails of Richvale Greenway. Meet at the Richvale Community Centre, 
Castle Rock Rd. off Avenue Rd., 0.2 km north of Carville Rd. 
Contact: Stan Butcher at 905-737-3966, cell phone on day of hike 
only 416-434-3471. 

Wed, Dec-14, 9:30AM, Long Sault   
ORTA Map 7; 17km; Moderate to Fast pace; Hike loops. Meet at Long 
Sault CA. Take Durham Rd. 57, 11 km south of Hwy 7A at Blackstock or 
17 km north of Hwy 401 at Bowmanville to Durham Rd. 20, then east 2.5 
km to Woodly Rd. then north to parking. Parking is 5 dollars. 
Contact: Joan Taylor at 905-477-2161. 

DISCOVERY NIGHT: Thursday December 15:   Glamping in Kenya
Join us for a short holiday in the warm, sunny game preserves of Kenya.  
(well, share the pictures with us...)  We were ÒGlampingÓ, tramping (oc-
casionally), and being absolutely bowled over by the fabulous animals, 
birds, plants and lovely people we met on our Safari vacation. Brian, 
Wilma, Judy and Bob are looking forward to sharing our adventures 
with you.
7-9 pm. Ballantrae Community Centre, 5592 Aurora Rd (just east of 
Hwy 48/Markham Rd, on north side). $5 contribution at the door. Door 
prizes! Please lug-a-mug!
Questions? Contact Garry Niece, gcniece@yahoo.ca, 905-655-
8040; or Diana Smyth, hikingdi@sympatico.ca

Fri, Dec-16, 9:30AM, Walker 
Woods   
ORTA Map 5; 10+km; Moderate 
to Fast pace; 2+hrs. Hilly. No dogs 
please. Meet at parking area on the 
east side of the 6th Conc. 2 km south 
of  Durham 21, at Albright Rd.  
Contact: Joan Taylor at 905-477-
2161. 

Sat, Dec-17, 7:00AM, Al Shaw Side 
Trail   
ORTA Map 5; 4.5km; Moderate pace; 
1+hrs. Join us for breakfast after the 
hike. Meet at the entrance on the 
west side of the 6th Conc. 1.5 km 
south of Durham Rd. 21. 

Contact: Joan Taylor at 905-477-2161. 

Sun, Dec-18, 10:00AM, Hilton Falls, Milton   
10km; Slow to Moderate pace; 4hrs. Nice loop hike in the woods. We'll 
visit a pretty waterfall where chickadees are often feeding. Entrance fee: 
adults $6.25, senior $5.25. Joint outing with the Toronto Bruce Trail Club. 
Coffee after. Meet at Hilton Falls main parking lot.  Exit Hwy 401 at Hwy 
25 (exit 320), and drive north 1.7km to 5 Sdrd. just past Tim Hortons 
then drive west for about 5km.   
Contact: Tessa Shelvey at 905-850-1507 (before 9:00PM).

Mon, Dec-19, 9:30AM, York Region Forest - Eldred King Wood-
lands plus Hollidge   
ORTA Map 4; Slow to Moderate pace; 2+hrs. Forested and meadow 
trails. Some moderate hills and sandy areas. Well mannered dogs are 
welcome. Bring water and snacks. Join us for lunch afterwards. Icers?? 
Depending on the weather. Meet at parking lot west side of Hwy48, 
2.7km north of Ballantrae/Aurora Rd. 
Contact: Brian or Wilma Millage at 905-853-2407, cell phone on 
day of hike 416-722-6512. 

Wed, Dec-21, 9:30AM, Glen Major   
ORTA Map 5; 14km; Moderate to Fast pace; 4+hrs. Loop hike, some hills. 
Meet at parking area on the west side of Uxbridge Conc. 7 2 km south 
of Durham rd 21. 
Contact: Russ Burton at 905-830-2862. 

Fri, Dec-23, 9:30AM, YRF North Tract   
10+km; Moderate to Fast pace; 2+hrs. Loop hike, some hills. Meet at 
parking area on the west side of Hwy 48, & km north of Vivian Sdrd, or 
1.3 km south of Davis Dr.  No dogs please. 
Contact: Russ Burton at 905-830-2862. 

Sat, Dec-24, 7:00AM, Al Shaw Side Trail   
ORTA Map 5; 4+km; Moderate pace; 1+hrs. Loop hike, some hills. Meet 
at the entrance on the west side of the 6th Conc. 1.5 km south of Dur-
ham Rd. 21. No dogs please. 
Contact: Russ Burton at 905-830-2862. 

Wed, Dec-28, 9:30AM, Walker/ Glen Major   
ORTA Map 5; 14+km; Moderate to Fast pace; 4+hrs. Loop hike.  Hilly. 
Come prepared for winter with icers or snowshoes. Meet at parking 
area on the east side of the 6th Conc. 2 km south of Durham Rd 21, at 
Albright Rd. 
Contact: Bob Comfort at 905-473-2669, cell phone on day of hike 
905-960-0543. 

Fri, Dec-30, 9:30AM, Walker Woods   
ORTA Map 5; 10+km; Moderate 
to Fast pace; 2+hrs. Hilly. No dogs 
please. Meet at parking area on the 
east side of the 6th Conc. 2 km south 
of  Durham 21, at Albright Rd.  
Contact: Joan Taylor at 905-477-
2161. 

Sat, Dec-31, 7:00AM, Al Shaw 
Side Trail   
ORTA Map 5; 4.5km; Moderate pace; 
1+hrs. Join us for breakfast after the 
hike. Meet at the entrance on the 
west side of the 6th Conc. 1.5 km 
south of Durham Rd. 21. 
Contact: Joan Taylor at 905-477-
2161. 
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By Judy Gilchrist, Resource 
Development O!cer, The Oak 
Ridges Moraine Land Trust

In recent activity, the 
Oak Ridges Moraine Land 
Trust has been encour-
aging landowners Ð those 
who have committed to 
Conservation Easements 
Ð to host a ÒNeighbour to 
NeighbourÓ social gathering 
to talk about land protection 
options. 

Land owners immediate-
ly abutting protected prop-
erties and the Oak Ridges 
Moraine Trail are prime 
targets for talking about the 
value of connected conservation activity. As sales people and market-
ers well know, hearing an account !rst-hand from someone in their im-
mediate neighborhood or peer group carries far more credibility than 
broad brush promotion or cold-calling. This program hopes to increase 
the concept of protecting and stewarding the moraine environment as 
an acceptable social norm. And so far, itÕs working.

The initial Neighbour to Neighbour event was held at the Hon. Hal 
JackmanÕs farm and drew a number of landowners from the immedi-
ate area. Two of the TrustÕs landowners provided brief but heart-felt 
addresses to the 50 or so guests about why they have entered into 
conservation easements. One of those was a landowner whose prop-
erty permits passage of the Oak Ridges Moraine Trail. These !rst-person 
testimonies sparked some wonderful supportive responses and great 
conversations. It wasnÕt all about protection, but also experiences with 
various organizations and stewardship activity. There were plenty of 
pleasant ÒI didnÕt know that!Ó comments throughout the evening. 

Other landowner partners with the Trust will be holding ÒN2NÓ 
events in upcoming months.  If you have a good relationship with a 
landowner (criteria currently targeting 10 acres or more) who you think 
would be interested in hearing about the bene!ts of long term protec-
tion from their peers, please contact Susan Walmer, Executive Director, 
of the Trust. An invitation can be provided to you to pass along when 
there is an event scheduled nearby. 

In other activity the Land Trust continues with the $1 million 
Stewardship campaign launched in coordination with the TrustÕs 10th 
anniversary. Phase one of the campaign has us 1/5 of the way there. Ef-
forts have even resulted in new-to-us private foundations committing 
to multi-year support based on their belief in a sustainable moraine. 

Funds raised for this campaign will establish an endowment to 
ensure annual monitoring of already protected properties, support 
increased activity in land securement and allow for a focused outreach 
program. The functions of the moraine and options for land protection 
are both complex and very much based on individualsÕ perceptions 
and situations. Public bene!ts and individual enjoyment (such as that 
experienced through hiking) are both important. You can show your 
support for the Oak Ridges Moraine with a contribution to the Steward-
ship Campaign on-line at www.oakridgesmoraine.org.
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Address Changes: mem-db@oakridgestrail.org
Online edition: http://www.oakridgestrail.org/newsletter.htm
          (in colour)
Return undeliverable Canadian addresses to:

Oak Ridges Trail Association
PO Box 28544, Aurora, ON  L4G 6S6

Publication Mail Agreement #40069570
Return Postage Guaranteed

The Oak Ridges Trail Association (ORTA) does not warrant 
or make representations or endorsements as to the quality, 
content, or accuracy of ads placed in Trail Talk. Ads are paid 
for entirely by the sponsor.
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ORTA members travel far and wide, seeking out new adventures 

beyond the Moraine. Where have YOU been? And were you wearing an 
ORTA-branded item to let the world know what trail you ÕrepresentÕ? 

Submit your photo to editor@oakridgestrail.org with a short tag of 
where it was taken, when, and a note about the trip to add colour! Full size 
photos are OK to send.
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Michele Donnelly 905-833-6600
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As part of ORTAÕs program to Celebrate LifeÕs Milestones or 
In Memory of friends or family, gifts were received to honour:

The 35th Wedding Anniversary of 
     Linda and Harold Sellers, of Vernon, B.C

If you would like to make a donation in honour of someone, 
call 905-833-6600 or visit ORTAÕs website www.oakridgestrail.org for 
more information.


